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It is hard to believe that we are already into the month of
October this week. So many wonderful things have occurred in
this first month of school. Back to School Night was well
attended by families, which speaks to the engaged and
supportive community we belong to at Beverly Cleary. We
heard from families that you appreciated having more time with
your child’s teacher and many of you signed up for a parent-
teacher conference. If you have not signed up, please contact
your child’s teacher. The dates for conferences are November
23rd and 24"

Here is the schedule for that week:
Monday 11/23/09 Students attend normal hours
Conferences from 4:00-8:00 PM
Tuesday 11/24/09 No school for students
Conferences from 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Wed-Fri No school for students or staff

You may have heard at Back to School night that Beverly
Cleary has made some changes in our practices this year. As
we grow into a stronger K-8, we are constantly looking for
ways to improve our program. This year we are implementing
Walk to Read at grades 1-3. First and third grade have already
started Walk to Read and second grade will begin soon. This is
a way to group students to ensure that we are meeting their rate
and level in reading. Another class that started in late
September is the fifth and sixth grade Beginning Band. At this
point we have over 40 students enrolled in band! If you have
questions about band feel free to contact Laura Boitano, our
instructor. She is at Beverly Cleary every afternoon.

Speaking of walking, we are looking for parent volunteers to
help with Safety Patrol before (8:25-8:45) and after (2:55-3:15)
school. After a few close calls, we have decided that the
crossing at 33" and Hancock is too dangerous to have only
students on patrol. We will need to have an adult with them.
At this point Doug McMahon, Angela McMahon and Victor
Gonzalez have been on duty nearly every day. We need more
parents to help out. If we don’t have adults, we will not send
students out to patrol the crosswalk alone. Our goal is to keep
all our kids safe and to provide one crosswalk that is monitored
for families to cross 33" safely. Please contact parent Doug
McMahon at mcmahons@hevanet.com if you would like to
help or if you need more information.
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Another safety issue that arises at the beginning of school is
volunteer background checks. Please check with Rosanne or
Kelly to determine if you have a current background check on
file with the district. Background checks must be done prior to
volunteering at school. They are good for three years. We love
the support our parents provide and are looking forward to
logging many volunteer hours this year.

Melissa Dragich
Assistant Principal, Fernwood Campus

Words of Thanks

We would like to send a special thanks to the following people
for helping keep the Hollyrood garden watered over the
summer: Kathie Eastman Tell, Susan Crabtree, Debbie
Hieggelke, Sarah Geenen, Rebecca Schroeder, and Andrea
Carlassare.

Beverly Cleary School News

. Students in grades 2-8 MAY wear Halloween
costumes to school on October 30th. Students may not wear
masks or bring weapons as part of their costumes. Our
Kindergarten and 1st graders WILL NOT wear costumes.

. Student photographs will be taken at the Hollyrood
Campus on October 7™. Retakes will be at Beverly Cleary/
Hollyrood 11/19 and retakes at Beverly Cleary/Fernwood TBD.
When our photographers return in the spring, they will take
class pictures.

. In the last issue newsletter Teri mentioned the
importance of bikers being mindful of safety as they approach
the school. Bike riders were asked to walk their bikes within a
block of the school buildings.

Bike riders as well as pedestrians are also cautioned not to enter
the portion of the driveway in the back of the Fernwood
campus that is designated as "Exit Only." We have had a few
"near misses" with cars and individuals walking and riding their
bikes.
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. Please welcome School Secretary, Carolyn Carr to our
staff. Carolyn will be working in the office on the Fernwood
campus for a little more than three hours everyday. Carolyn
has been a frequently requested School Secretary substitute for
many buildings, and we are glad she will be assisting teachers,
students, parents and, most importantly, Rosanne.

d Lego Robotics Club for 6th, 7th and 8th Graders
The Lego Robotics Team is now forming at Beverly Cleary
School-Fernwood Campus! This is a competitive team for 6th,
7th, and 8th graders. The club will meet on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 3:15pm-5:00pm. There will be a Lego
Robotics tournament in either the 2nd or 3rd weekend of
December.

The club is limited to 10 participants and will be formed on a
first come, first served basis. If necessary, there will be a wait
list. An additional team will be formed if there are at least 8
kids interested, and if there is a parent volunteer to lead it. A
$20 Registration Fee is requested to cover team participation in
tournaments. One or two parent volunteers are needed to help
with the team. If you are interested in helping at least once a
week, if you have any questions or if you would like to register
to participate, please call Martin Jetton at 971-506-3745.

Beverly Cleary School PTA NEWS

. The PTA fundraiser selling Chinook Books is still
going until October 15th. Don't forget to turn in your order
envelope to your child's teacher or in either main office. The
books sell for $20 each and we get a full 50% from each book.
If you own a business or have a workplace which would allow
for a display of Chinook Books we can provide you with a
display. Please contact Christine Putnam at gcput@yahoo.com
or 503-381-9575 if you have any questions.

° Scrip gift card orders are collected in the front
hallway of both schools at the beginning of the school day or, if
you have a completed order form ready before Tuesday
morning, you can deposit it in the Scrip mail box in the office
at either school anytime.

Scrip sales to date have generated $371 in profit for the PTA
after just 2 weeks, and that's with only 16 families participating
in the program. If you have never ordered Scrip gift cards, take
a look at the order form on our website and see how many
merchants that you regularly patronize participate in the Scrip
gift card program - you'll be amazed at how easy it is to earn
money for the PTA with very little effort and no additional cost
on your part. Just fill out a Scrip gift card order form and turn it
in on Tuesday morning and your filled order will be ready for
you on Thursday afternoon. You spend the amount of money
you normally spend on groceries, clothing, entertainment, etc.
and area merchants make a contribution to the Beverly Cleary
PTA. Give ordering Scrip gift cards a try this week and see for
yourself just how easy it is - we guarantee you won't be
disappointed!

Please remember to enclose a check made out to Beverly
Cleary PTA with your filled order. If you have any questions,
please contact Anne Pearson at UsPearsons(@msn.com or
Nancy Drinnon at ndrinnonl@comcast.net Thanks for helping
to raise money for the Beverly Cleary PTA!

. Our school's annual Halloween tradition,
"Spookarama" is scheduled for Friday, October 30th at the
Fernwood campus from 5:30PM-8:00PM. All families are
welcome.

For those of you new to Beverly Cleary School, Spookarama is
our annual Halloween Carnival. Since students don't wear
costumes to school on Halloween, this is their chance to dress
up! There will be games and activities, pizza and salad from
Bellagio's Pizza, assorted beverages, our fabulously famous
Cakewalk, and more! Every year this event raises over $2000,
which the PTA uses to buy books, classroom supplies, and
many other items requested by teachers and parents for the
school. While it is not the largest fund-raising project for our
school, it is without a doubt the largest FUN-raiser!

It is not too early to think about how you can help. There are
loads of opportunities to help before or during the event,
including:

* Serving on one of various planning committees. We need
parents willing to help with decorating, setting up games,
ticket sales, the cakewalk, sign making, food, and
organizing student volunteers

*  Donating bakery items to serve as Cakewalk prizes.
Consider buying cakes, pies, or cupcakes now and freeze
them until the event.

*  Volunteering to work a shift on the night of Spookarama.
We will need a lot of volunteers to decorate the school
during the day on October 30th, throughout the afternoon,
until 8:30PM that evening. Signup sheets for volunteers to
work these shifts will be posted at both school campus
lobbies starting in early October.

Please make time to help, even if it's only for one hour.
This event heavily depends on volunteers. If you would like to
learn more or are interested in joining one of the planning
committees, please contact either Sam or Doug at the phone
numbers below. And if you’ve ever volunteered for
Spookarama before, we would love to have you on the team
again this year, because we have brand new parents Chairing
the event this year, and we could use the benefit of your
experience.

Thank you!

Doug McMahon (503) 282-3164 (mcmahons@hevanet.com)
Sam Shiffman (503) 335-3650 (shiffman@easystreet.net)
Spookarama Co-Chairmen
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. This year, students will have the opportunity to
explore the world through a geography program called The
Passport Club. Each child who participates will receive a
passport, choose their individual level of study and collect
postage stamps as they learn some or all the world’s countries
over the course of the school year.

The program thrives on parent volunteers so please consider
giving us a hand. We are looking for 12 volunteer “checkers
“from 1:00-3:00 on the 3" Friday every month. “Checkers”
listen as the students point to countries they have learned that
month. Parents find this experience rewarding, and most
appreciate learning current geography right along with their
children.

On the back of the “monthly study map” you’ll find an
explanation of the Passport Club levels. This will help you
discuss with your child which level they would be most
interested in learning about. Additionally, very soon your
child will receive some reference and study maps and a
passport (that stays in the classroom). You can expect monthly
communication from us about the parts of the world we will be
learning each month.

This is a voluntary, self-study program designed to encourage
young people’s interest in geography through the collection of
beautiful country-specific stamps given out during the once
monthly check day. Please take time to encourage your child to
participate.

Passport club is only possible with the help of parent
volunteers. We will need at least 2 parents per class to
volunteer on the 3" Friday of the month for “check day” from
1:00-3:00 pm. The following Fridays are on the schedule:

October 30™ / November 20"

December 18" / January 22

February 19" / March 19"

April 16"/ May 21st
If you are interested in volunteering with The Passport Club in
another capacity please let us know. If you have any questions,
please ask either one of us. Happy traveling!

Lynn Raube (lynnraube@integra.net) and Ingrid Petersen
(johnandingrid@msn.com) (Passport Club Coordinators)

. Lisa O'Brien's sixth graders are launching a Box Tops
for Education drive to earn money for our school. Her
students will place a container in classrooms to collect the
boxtops and they will put a general one in the office for all
purpose use. You can begin sending in the box tops now.

Each boxtop will generate ten cents for the school. Please see
the list of box tops eligible for collection in the newsletter.

The first collection period ends October 31st. If you have
questions, feel free to ask Lisa. More information to come!

Beverly Cleary School Foundation NEWS

*  The 2010 Beverly Benefit Auction will be held Friday
March 5§, 2010. The Beverly Benefit Auction’s proceeds
support the Beverly Cleary School Foundation, and provide
our children with important educational enhancements, such
as PE, Music and Movement, Foreign Languages and Visual
Arts. Look for updated information on the Beverly Benefit
Auction website coming soon!
(http://auction.beverlyclearyschool.org/).

® The Beverly Benefit Auction Committee needs your
help! Join us from 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm on October 13

for the Auction Committee’s Volunteer Recruitment and
Planning Party, where we will continue planning the 2010
Auction and try to fill all the volunteer positions. We already
have a great team of volunteer coordinators and assistants,
but we still have need for volunteers who can commit a little
time (example - day of event duties), as well as a couple of
open subcommittee positions that will require more time
commitment. We need your help and ideas to make the 2010
Beverly Benefit Auction a big success!

¢ The Foundation is hoping to increase our income this
year through monthly donations. Even small donations such
as $5 or $10 a month quickly add up. The Portland Schools
Foundation has made giving even easier by providing the forms
to fill out online. Just visit thinkschools.org and click on "ways
to give" to download the forms. If you decide to use this option,
please make sure to clarify on the form you want the donation
to be directed to Beverly Cleary School. When a specific school
is not clarified, the donations go directly to the Portland
Schools Foundation (PSF), and not our school. If you are
already using this option, please let us know so that we can
verify the funds are coming to our school, rather than the PSF.

Also, many companies are kicking off their matching funds
drives right now. If you are already planning to donate to our
school Foundation, check the thinkschools.org website and
click on "ways to give," then look for "workplace giving and
corporate matching gifts" to see if your company is listed.

For any questions, comments or offers of help, please contact

Beverly Cleary School Foundation Chair Christine Putnam at
geput@yahoo.com or 503-206-4552. Thanks!
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Beverly Cleary School TAG News

. Last week all TAG students in grades K-5 should
have brought a letter and survey home in backpacks. These
letters and surveys were mailed home for students in grades 6,
7 and 8. The letter explains that teachers will be using the
building TAG plan as a guide to determine which instructional
strategies to use to meet your child’s need for rate and level. A
copy of Beverly Cleary’s TAG plan can be found in the main
office. Additionally, teachers talked about their assessment
practices and differentiation strategies at Back to School Night.
If you have a student who is identified as TAG, please return
the survey to your child’s teacher.

Important Dates for TAG

. The Grant Cluster TAG Parent Meeting will be
held at Grant High from 6:30-8:00, October 14. School-
specific breakout meetings will be held immediately following
the general meeting. All Grant Cluster TAG families are
encouraged to attend.

October 20™, 2009 — All Beverly Cleary second grade students
will be given the NNAT screening test. This is a non-verbal
screening instrument for possible TAG identification. Since this
assessment does not screen for reading or math, parents and
teachers will still need to make nominations.

November 23rd, 2009 — Deadline for TAG Identification
Process Forms (IDPF) to be submitted to schools. These
nomination forms may be submitted by a teacher or a parent
and can be found in the main office.

January 2010 — Testing will be scheduled by the district TAG
office. School teams have two weeks after testing to meet with
their Leadership team and make recommendations.

February 2010 — PPS sends a notification letter to families
approximately 30 days after testing.

For Parents:

. Good Genre Reads for TAG Students age appropriate
by grade reading level: A bibliography from Multnomah
County Library resources. Genres include: Adventure, Animal
Stories, Fantasy/Science Fiction, Historical Fiction, Mystery,
and Realistic Fiction. (Reading levels are taken from
Accelerated Reader
http://www.renlearn.com/store/quiz_advanced.asp). The first
number indicates grade level, the second the number of months
after entering that grade.

Good Reads: Ages 5-8
(http://www.tag.pps.k12.or.us/.docs/pg/400/rid/11107/f/Good _
Reads_for 5-8.doc

Good Reads: Ages 8-11
(http://www.tag.pps.k12.or.us/.docs/pg/400/rid/11041/f/Good _
Reads_for 8-11.doc

Good Reads: Ages 11-14
(http://www.tag.pps.k12.or.us/.docs/pg/400/rid/11042/f/Good _
Reads_for 11-14.doc

Writing Resources for Upper Elementary and Middle
Schools

For Students:
Young Willamette Writers
http://www.willamettewriters.com/Y WW/yww.htm

Who: Students from 5th through 10th grades who love to write.
Our meetings are divided between mini-workshops led by the
co-chairs of the group, and special presentations by writers,
editors, publishers and other writing professionals. Students
usually get a chance to read their work at the end of meetings.
YWWs meet in the Victorian parlor off to the side of the
reception room. Parents are welcome to stay with their students
or to attend the main WW meeting at no charge.

Looking for trustworthy news sources from different
perspectives? Multnomah County Library guides deliver. Get
news on global conflicts, as well as local, state, and national
and international news on all topics.

News on Global Conflicts:
http://www.multcolib.org/guides/conflict/news.html

Local News: http://www.multcolib.org/ref/mags.html#portland
State News: http://www.multcolib.org/ref/mags.html#oregon
National and International:
http://www.multcolib.org/ref/mags.html#national

Willamette Writers is the largest writers' organization in
Oregon and one of the largest writers' organizations in the
United States.( http://www.willamettewriters.com/). Dues are
$36 a year. Meetings are free to members and students; guests
of members pay $5, non-members $10. Parents are welcome to
attend the adult session at the same time, free if they
accompany a student. Writer’s Digest is a great resource for
writers, young and older (www.writersdigest.com).

Inkwater Press www.inkwaterpress.com publishes local writers,
including classrooms and students. Inkwater is the publishing
division of First Books. Jeremy Solomon is founder and
president of First Books and Inkwater Press. A former literary
agent, he represented and sold over 100 books to major
publishers such as Random House, Simon & Schuster and
HarperCollins.

Community of Writers (www.communityofwriters.com)
is a teacher support program dedicated to improving student
writing achievement by improving the quality of writing
instruction.
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Wed, October 7
Fri, October 9
Tues, October 13
Wed, October 21
Fri, October 30

Thurs, October 15
Wed, November 11
Mon, November 23
Tues, November 24
Wed, November 25
Thurs, November 26
Fri, November 27
Thurs, December 3
Fri, December 4
Wed, December 16
Mon, December 21

Mon, January 4

Beverly Cleary School Calendar

School Pictures-Hollyrood Campus

Statewide Inservice Day — SCHOOLS CLOSED
Mid-Term Progress Reports

2 hr. Late Opening-Professional Development
HAPPY HALLOWEEN!!

K-1 No Costumes

2-8 May wear costumes — no masks

9:45 & 10:05 STOPPS Bus Drill
HOLIDAY-VETERAN’S DAY SCHOOL CLOSED
Evening Conferences

8:00-8:00 Parent/Teacher Conferences

(No school for students)

Thanksgiving

School Closed

Grading Period Ends

No School-Teacher Planning Day

2 hr. Late Opening

Holiday begins

NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

STUDENTS RETURN

Portland Public Schools Nondiscrimination Statement
Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their roles in society.
All individuals and groups shall be treated with fairness in all activities, programs, and operations, without regard
to age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.
Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P
District Title VI & Title IX Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503-916-3183)
District 504 Contact: Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503-916-3183)
American Disabilities Act Contact: Maureen Sloane, HR Legal Counsel (503-916-3025)
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Clip Box Tops—earn cash for our school!

Earn cash for our school every time you shop for groceries: Clip Box Topsfrom hundreds of your
favorite products.” Each Box Tops coupaen ts worth 10< to.our schooi—and that adds up fast
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