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Beverly Cleary K-8 Family Newsletter
Academic Excellence in a Caring Community

October 30, 2009
Beverly Cleary School Website:  www.beverlyclearyschool.org

Principal's Email:  tgeist@pps.k12.or.us
 Assistant Principals’ Email:  mdragich@pps.k12.or.us   atabshy@pps.k12.or.us

Secretaries’ Email: kepley@pps.k12.or.us   rmalmstrom@pps.k12.or.us
Fernwood Phone:  (503) 916-6480   Fax: (503) 916-2626

Hollyrood Phone: (503) 916-6766   Voice Mail/Messages: (503) 916-3638   Fax: (503) 916-2635

By the time you receive this newsletter, October will be pretty
much over, which means in one more short month, the school
year will be one-third complete.  It is such a pleasure for  me to
be able to note the academic growth in our students even in the
two months we've been in session.  Our dedicated and hard
working teaching and support staff have high expectations for
our students' academic, behavioral and social emotional growth
and students rise to those expectations in a variety of ways that
make it easy for the observer to see. 
 
One of the ways our staff facilitates the growth in our students
is by improving their own practice through professional
development at the building level and by taking classes on their
own.  As you may already know, the District has asked all
schools to focus on the teaching of writing this year.  Not
unlike the majority of other schools in the District, Beverly
Cleary's writing scores lag behind those in reading and math. 
To date, teachers have spent time individually and as grade
level and content area teams developing curriculum maps,
which lay out the teaching of writing for the year.  At our
Monday staff meetings and at the Wednesday late openings, we
will be looking at the maps within and across grade levels to
facilitate a K-8 plan for how we teach writing at Beverly
Cleary.  Teachers will be looking at commonalities in their
maps across grade levels and aligning them with each other. 
Using the data from last winter's fourth and seventh grade
Direct Writing Assessments, they have been analyzing data to
determine a teaching focus for this year.  Similarly, they will be
scoring papers and discussing student work using writing
generated, to date and in the second and third trimesters. 
 
I always look forward to visiting with parents and hope you
will join me at our first trimester "Coffee Chat" on November
10th on the Hollyrood campus and November 18th on the
Fernwood campus.  I will be talking about conferences and
what you can expect from them. 
 
As we approach what seems like the shortest month of the year,
we find families taking vacations since there are so many days
without school because of Veteran's Day, conferences and
Thanksgiving.  In the last Family Newsletter, we talked about
our policy regarding homework requests during or after illness. 
Although we see an increase in the number of absences due to
vacations in November with a corresponding increase in

requests for homework, irrespective of the time of the year our
homework policy states that  teachers do not prepare homework
for absences due to vacations. 
 
Last week, we had an unfortunate incident of a student getting
hurt on the playground after school.  As you have undoubtedly
noted in our Parent and Student Handbook, students K-5 must
be released to an adult and 6th, 7th and 8th grade students are
expected to go directly home after dismissal.  The older
students often think they can play first and then go home, but
we expect them to go straight home since we have no
supervision on the playground after school hours.  Please
remind your 6th-8th grade students of this safety rule. 
 
Many of you have heard me say I am an advocate for the arts
and that I desire to support their integration into their
curriculum.  Our third and fourth graders are currently learning
songs for their musical productions that will be held in
February and March.  Both of these programs reinforce third
graders' study of the history or Portland, and fourth graders'
study of Oregon history.  I can hardly wait to see them
perform.  Our 6th, 7th and 8th graders will have the opportunity
to try out for parts in "Ramona Quimby" in December. 
Rehearsals will be held beginning later in December and will
continue through January and February with a performance in
late February.  All three of these productions will require parent
help, so I feel fortunate to have a parent community that will
help bring the productions to fruition.  If you have a student in
these grades, I hope you will encourage him/her to try out for
the play.  I would also like to make you aware that we are able
to offer these opportunities as well as a number of others,
which we will point out as the year goes along,  because of the
success of our Run-For-The-Arts last spring. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the partnership we have
with each other as we continue to relish in the wonderful
experience your children are having at Beverly Cleary.
 
Enjoy Halloween.
 
 
 
Teri Geist
Principal
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Beverly Cleary School News

• District policy requires parents and any other
visitor/volunteer to check in at the office when they visit
school.   We have had an unusually large number of parents
walk to their child's classroom without checking in at the office,
which is quite disruptive to the teaching environment.  We
know kids forget lunches, homework, permission
slips, instruments and other items, but we ask that you bring the
"forgotten" items to the office.  We will get them to the student
or we will call the student down to the office if it's an
emergency and you need to speak with him/her.  Thank you for
helping us reduce the distractions that result when parents fail
to check in at the office.
• On Wednesday November 11, 2009, the Annual
Veteran's Day Parade will be held.  The parade begins at 9:00
a.m., with the route through the Hollywood district.  Last year,
students received service hours for waving flags along the
parade route.  If a 5th - 8th grade student does so again this
year, s/he may report the hours  to their health teacher for
service credit.
• Background checks must be done prior to
volunteering at school. Please check with Rosanne or Kelly to
determine if you have a current background check on file with
the district.  Cleared status is good for three years. Thanks to all
our wonderful volunteers!
• Homework-With the arrival of a huge number of sick
students and teachers, we have had an increasing number of
requests for homework.  Our policy on make-up work may be
found on page 4 of the Family Handbook.  Since many teachers
have class web pages that can be your first resource for
assignments your student may be missing.  If there are no
assignments and/or homework listed once the student returns,
s/he should first ask the teacher for the missed
assignments/homework or, less preferred, if there are no
assignments/homework posted on a teacher web page, you may
e-mail the teacher, but requests will not be filled for 24 hrs. 
• Daily Plans-Please make sure your child's plans for
after school are solidified before s/he leaves for school in the
morning.  It is often difficult for the office to relay changes in
plans to the teachers before the end of the day.  We understand
emergencies can present   themselves during the day, but we
ask for plans to be made before the student arrives at school so
that calls to school will be limited.
• Get Students Walking and Biking to School
In 1969, 42 percent of students walked or biked to school,
today less than 16 percent of students between the ages of 5 and
15 walk to school. By improving safety conditions and
educating children on bicycle and pedestrian safety, we can
create the best conditions for children to make healthier
decisions.

We are currently looking for school volunteers to organize
walking and biking activities at your school. Safe Routes
provides trainings, incentives and other resources to help you
get students walking and biking to school. We can help you
organize a Walking School Bus, Bike Train, a walk and bike
day or start a Stop + Walk program. For more information,
check out our website at www.saferoutesportland.org or call
Carolina at 503.823.1189.

•  Bicycle Locks-Please encourage your child to lock
his/her bike/scooter if s/he leaves it at school during the day.
• Bike Safety-In the last newsletter Teri mentioned the
importance of bikers being mindful of safety as they approach
the school.  Bike riders were asked to walk their bikes within a
block of the school buildings.  Bike riders as well as
pedestrians are also cautioned not to enter the portion of the
driveway in the back of the Fernwood campus that is
designated as "Exit Only."  We have had a few "near misses"
with cars and individuals walking and riding their bikes.

• New Cafeteria Policy on Milk Substitutions to start
on November 9th-PPS schools must implement a new policy
from the USDA (United States Department of Agriculture) and
ODE Child Nutrition (Oregon Department of Education) which
states that juice may not be offered as a milk substitute.
Currently there is no approved milk substitute available in
Oregon. Students will not be required to take milk when they
purchase lunch, if they do not drink milk. Students who do not
want milk may choose from the other food groups offered to
select at least three food groups.
    As of November 9th, milk will be the only a la carte
beverage sold in the K-5 and K-9 cafeterias. Juice will not be
an option at lunch in order to encourage students to limit juice
intake and eat more whole fruits as recommended by the
American Academy of Pediatrics. There is no limitation on
beverages sent from home. Contact Shannon Stember at
503.916.3365 if you have questions.  
• The LEGO Robotics Team for 6th, 7th and
8th graders is looking for 2 to 3 more members.  We meet on
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:15 to 4:45.  A $20 Team
Registration Fee is requested to cover team participation in
tournaments. Please let me know if you have concerns about
your ability to cover this cost.  If you have any other questions
or would like to register, please call BCS parent Martin Jetton
at 971-506-3745.
•   Conference Week
Here is the schedule for that week:
Monday 11/23/09   Students attend normal hours

Conferences from 4:00-8:00 PM
Tuesday 11/24/09 No school for students

Conferences from 8:30 AM-8:00 PM
Wed-Fri No school for students or staff

Beverly Cleary School PTA NEWS

• Does your student need help in math?  Do you need a
reference book? The PTA is selling two math reference books
for upper grade use.  Math on Call , for grades 6 – 8th, assists
the student in homework, test review, daily assignments, and
cooperative learning.  Algebra to Go , for 8th grade and up,
helps the student understand algebraic concepts by providing
detailed explanations and problem solving strategies.  Math on
Call sells for $15 and Algebra to Go cost $20.  These books
may be purchased at the Fernwood campus front office or by
contacting PTA Board member, Anita McKey,
amckey2578@msn.com.
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• 8th Grade Volleyball
Beginning next Friday, November 6th, there will be Just For
Fun volleyball games for 8th graders after school. We will meet
in the gym from 3:15-5.  All 8th graders welcome, regardless of
experience. It is sure to be a great time in a non-competitive
atmosphere, so join us just for the fun of it!! Plus, it's free!
For questions, please contact Amanda Smith
asmith2215@myway.com
• Passport Club

This year, students will have the opportunity to explore the
world through a geography program called The Passport
Club. Each child who participates will receive a passport,
choose their individual level of study and collect postage
stamps as they learn some or all the world’s countries over the
course of the school year.

The program thrives on parent volunteers so please
consider giving us a hand.  We are looking for 12 volunteer
“checkers “from 1:00-3:00 on the 3rd Friday every month.
“Checkers” listen as the students point to countries they have
learned that month.  Parents find this experience rewarding, and
most appreciate learning current geography right along with
their children.

On the back of the “monthly study map” you’ll find an
explanation of the Passport Club levels.  This will help you
discuss with your child which level they would be most
interested in learning about.   Additionally, very soon your
child will receive some reference and study maps and a
passport (that stays in the classroom).   You can expect monthly
communication from us about the parts of the world we will be
learning each month.

This is a voluntary, self-study program designed to
encourage young people’s interest in geography through the
collection of beautiful country-specific stamps given out during
the once monthly check day.  Please take time to encourage
your child to participate.

Passport club is only possible with the help of parent
volunteers. We will need at least 2 parents per class to
volunteer on the 3rd Friday of the month for “check day” from
1:00-3:00 pm. The following Fridays are on the schedule:

October 30th / November 20th

December 18th / January 22
February 19th / March 19th

April 16th / May 21st
If you are interested in volunteering with The Passport Club in
another capacity please let us know.  If you have any questions,
please ask either one of us.  Happy traveling!
Lynn Raube (lynnraube@integra.net) and Ingrid Petersen
(johnandingrid@msn.com) (Passport Club Coordinators)

• The PTA Chinook Book Fundraiser is still going
strong. Many parents have participated by purchasing books.
However, we still have plenty of books left to meet our goal.
Please submit your order envelope to your classroom teacher or
to either main office.

• Lisa O'Brien's sixth graders are collecting Box Tops
for Education to earn money for our school.  Her students
have placed a container in classrooms to collect the boxtops
and they will put a general one in the office for all purpose use. 

You can begin sending in the box tops now.   Each boxtop will
generate ten cents for the school.   Please see the list of box
tops eligible for collection in the newsletter.   The first
collection period ends October 31st.   If you have questions,
feel free to ask Lisa.  More information to come!  For more
information on the box tops for Education program go to this
link:
http://www.boxtops4education.com/learn/Article.aspx?id=562

• Online Magazine Fundraiser
You can give the gift of reading and help support your

school!   Our  school will receive 40% of each order and these
funds will be used to  support important goals and programs
that benefit our children.  Over  700 magazine titles like People,
SI Kids, Reader’s Digest, and Time,  plus music and books —
great value and prices for everyone.  You can  RENEW your
favorite subscription, ORDER a NEW title, or GIVE a Gift,
and don't forget to ask family, friends, neighbors, co-workers or
local business professionals or service centers with waiting
rooms  (doctors, salons, etc.).

Here's how you can participate:  All through this school
year, you can order online by going to  QSP.com.  (There is
also a link on the left-hand side of our school website.)   Use
our school code -- 425000623 -- and follow the instructions
online.  Our goal is to raise $1000.  We are only selling online
this year in order to reduce the stress that comes with filling in
envelopes and postcards.

This is a terrific fundraiser for out-of-town family and
friends, with easy pay by credit card, and orders are processed
immediately.  SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED!  (QSP
even has a toll-free customer service line -- 800-678-2673).

The PTA is counting on our community to participate in
the Magazine Sales Drive to help fund our grant program.
These grant requests are from teachers and our principal and
pay for a number of essential items.  If you can, please
participate!  If money is too tight, or magazines are not your
thing, please consider participating in the scrip program (it
costs you nothing!) or even making a small monthly cash
donation directly to the PTA.  The money raised by the PTA
pays  for essential items in our children's classrooms.

• In Honor of Beverly Cleary parent Mike Wagner
Please join 5th Grade Families in contributing to the

dedication of a Memorial Bench in Grant Park in honor of
Beverly Cleary parent Mike Wagner, who passed away in
September.

The Wagner family has long been an active part of the
Hollyrood-Fernwood-Grant community.  Jake (college junior),
Joe (college freshman), and Grace (5th grade) have been and
continue to be beloved friends, classmates, and teammates of so
many of our kids.  Those families with older children may
remember Mike coaching his sons’ Little League teams on the
Grant baseball field; more recently, you will have seen Mike
cheering on his daughter from the sidelines of the Hollyrood
soccer field.

It’s in one of these two locations that we plan to dedicate a
bench in Mike’s memory.  We’ve been working with Portland
Parks to make this happen and are on track for dedication
before Christmas.  For more information on Portland Parks’
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Adopt A Bench Program, visit
http://www.portlandonline.com/parks/index.cfm?c=44413.

Meanwhile, we are more than halfway to our goal in
contributions – and we invite friends of the Wagner family to
join us as we make this Memorial happen.  Grant Park is the
heart of our community, and Mike remains in our hearts – so
we thought this a particularly fitting way to remember a dear
friend and fellow parent, for years to come.

A collection box is in the Fernwood front office; please
make checks payable to Dana Foley (5th grade parent
coordinating with Portland Parks & Recreation’s Gift for Parks
Program).  If you have questions for Dana about the Memorial
Bench, please call 503.888.2559 or email her at
danacecily@hotmail.com.  Thank you for considering a
donation.
• Scrip gift card orders are collected in the front
hallway of both schools at the beginning of the school day or, if
you have a completed order form ready before Tuesday
morning, you can deposit it in the Scrip mail box in the office
at either school anytime.

Please remember to enclose a check made out to Beverly
Cleary PTA with your filled order.  If you have any questions,
please contact Anne Pearson at UsPearsons@msn.com or
Nancy Drinnon at ndrinnon1@comcast.net  Thanks for helping
to raise money for the Beverly Cleary PTA!

Beverly Cleary School Foundation NEWS

• The 2010 Beverly Benefit Auction will be held Friday
March 5, 2010. The Beverly Benefit Auction’s proceeds
support the Beverly Cleary School Foundation, and provide our
children with important educational enhancements, such as PE,
Music and Movement, Foreign Languages and Visual Arts.
Look for updated information on the Beverly Benefit Auction
website (http://auction.beverlyclearyschool.org/), coming soon!

Beverly Cleary School TAG News

Important Dates for TAG

November 23rd, 2009 – Deadline for TAG Identification
Process Forms (IDPF) to be submitted to schools.  These
nomination forms may be submitted by a teacher or a parent
and can be found in the main office.

January 2010 – Testing will be scheduled by the district TAG
office.  School teams have two weeks after testing to meet with
their Leadership team and make recommendations.

February 2010 – PPS sends a notification letter to families
approximately 30 days after testing

Beverly Cleary School Calendar
Fri, October 30             SPOOK-A-RAMA!!

Fri, November 6 NO SCHOOL-Teacher Planning Day

Tues, November 10 Coffee Chat-Hollyrood

Wed, November 18                           Coffee Chat-Fernwood

Wed, November 11 NO SCHOOL-HOLIDAY-Veteran’s Day

Mon, November 23 Evening Conferences 4:00-8:00pm

Tues, November 24 8:00-8:00 Parent/Teacher Conferences-NO SCHOOL

Wed-Fri, November 25, 26, 27 NO SCHOOL-Thanksgiving Holiday

Thurs, December 3 Grading Period Ends

Fri, December 4 NO SCHOOL-Teacher Planning Day

Wed, December 16 2 hr. Late Opening

Mon, December 21  Holiday begins  NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS

Mon, January 4 STUDENTS RETURN

Portland Public Schools Nondiscrimination Statement
Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their roles in society.  All individuals and
groups shall be treated with fairness in all activities, programs, and operations, without regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital

status, national origin, race, religion, sex, or sexual orientation.
Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P

District Title VI & Title IX Contact:  Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503-916-3183)
District 504 Contact:  Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503-916-3183)

American Disabilities Act Contact:  Maureen Sloane, HR Legal Counsel (503-916-3025)
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