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Beverly Cleary K-8 Family Newsletter
Academic Excellence in a Caring Community

November 13, 2009
Beverly Cleary School Website:  www.beverlyclearyschool.org

Principal's Email:  tgeist@pps.k12.or.us
 Assistant Principals’ Email:  mdragich@pps.k12.or.us   atabshy@pps.k12.or.us

Secretaries’ Email: kepley@pps.k12.or.us   rmalmstrom@pps.k12.or.us
Fernwood Phone:  (503) 916-6480   Fax: (503) 916-2626

Hollyrood Phone: (503) 916-6766   Voice Mail/Messages: (503) 916-3638   Fax: (503) 916-2635

Even if something is left undone, everyone must take time to
sit still and watch the leaves turn."
-   Elizabeth Lawrence

It is hard to believe that November is well underway, the clocks
fell back an hour, the winds blew in, and Thanksgiving is just
around the corner.   We have many things to be thankful for at
Beverly Cleary.  Parents have been wonderfully supportive and
have volunteered many hours this fall.  Students are energetic,
fun to be around and they are learning so much.  We have
terrifically talented and dedicated staff who understands the
uniqueness of each child.  I feel fortunate to work in this
community.

A huge thank you goes out to Sam Shiffman and Doug
McMahon, our Spookarama co-chairs.  The event was well
attended, and it was truly delightful to watch the warm
interactions of our upper grade student volunteers leading
games and activities for the younger Beverly Cleary students.
Also, our warmest thanks to all of the families who donated
time, treats for the cakewalk and just a splendid spirit of fun for
this event!

Our teachers are looking forward to meeting with you on
November 23rd and 24th for Parent-Teacher Conferences.  The
schedule for conferences is listed below.  Please note that due
to the two evening conference times, there is no school for
staff or students on Wednesday, November 25th.  Most of
you have already scheduled a time to meet with your child’s
teacher.  If you have not done so, please call your child’s
teacher and make an appointment.  Conferences are a great way
for parents and teachers to share information that will allow
each student to have a successful school year. Because teachers
only have a 20 minute time slot per family, you may feel
slightly rushed. However, remember to relax and know that we
are all here to help every child be successful!

Here are a few tips that you might find helpful in preparing for
your child’s conference:
-Make sure you know the scheduled time for your conference
-Find out how your child feels about school (ask what he/she
likes best or least and why).
-Come prepared with specific questions for the teacher about
your child’s work.
-Ask about how your child is progressing academically and
socially.

-Listen as the teacher is sharing information about your
student’s progress.
-After the conference, share the information with your child.
-Most importantly, relax! We have a great staff that really takes
the education of your children very seriously.  They are
committed to working with you!

Melissa Dragich
Assistant Principal, Fernwood Campus

Beverly Cleary School News

                      Conference Week
Here is the schedule for that week:
Monday 11/23/09  4:00-8:00 PM- Conferences
                                  Students attend normal school hours
Tuesday 11/24/09  8:30 AM-8:00 PM Conferences

 No school for students
Wed-Fri  No school for students or staff

• Please remember the parking spots on both campuses
that were purchased at the auction last year are reserved
solely for the families who purchased them.  We seem to be
experiencing an increasing number of instances when the
families who purchased the spaces are unable to use them
because others have chosen to park in them.  We thank you for
your cooperation.

• District policy requires parents and any other
visitor/volunteer to check in at the office when they visit
school.   We have had an unusually large number of parents
walk to their child's classroom without checking in at the office,
which is quite disruptive to the teaching environment.  We
know kids forget lunches, homework, permission slips,
instruments and other items, but we ask that you bring the
"forgotten" items to the office.  We will get them to the student
or we will call the student down to the office if it's an
emergency and you need to speak with him/her.  Thank you for
helping us reduce the distractions that result when parents fail
to check in at the office.

• Marysville
On Tuesday, a tragic fire at the historic Marysville K-8

School in Southeast Portland left 435 students without a school.
The response from the BCS community has been great. If you
would still like to donate there are several ways to do so:
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The nonprofit organization Schoolhouse Supplies is
partnering with Portland Public Schools to help Marysville
students, teachers and staff in the following ways. Please join
us in supporting Marysville by making a donation, donating
supplies or volunteering.

1. DONATE CASH
Your donation will help provide the children at

Marysville School with the tools needed to learn and succeed.
Checks for financial donations can be made to Portland Council
PTA with Marysville Donation in the memo and mailed to:

Portland Council PTA
2246 SE 90th Ave. / Portland, OR 97216

2. DONATE SUPPLIES
We will be collecting new and gently used office and

school supplies for Marysville at Beverly Cleary School.
WISH LIST:
Packs of paper Erasers
Markers Pencils
Colored pencils Glue Sticks
Crayons Scissors

You may also call Schoolhouse Supplies with your donation at
503.249.9933.

3. DONATE CLOTHING
The PTA Clothing Center is collecting new and gently

used coats, jackets, and sweaters for students and staff. We are
collecting these items at both BCS campuses and will take them
to the Clothing Closet. Or, if you prefer, you may take them to
the Clothing Center directly. The PTA Clothing Center is at the
Marshall Campus, 3905 SE 91st Ave., Portland

Thank you, everyone, for your tremendous support of
the Marysville community!

• AUDITIONS!! AUDITIONS!! AUDITIONS!!
The Beverly Cleary School, Fernwood campus, will be holding
auditions for the play, “Ramona Quimby” by Beverly Cleary
for all interested 6th, 7th and 8th grade students. The auditions
will take place on Tuesday, December 1st and Wednesday,
December 2nd immediately after school in the Fernwood
cafeteria.

Interested students may sign up outside the school
office to audition. If you do not sign up and are still interested
in auditioning, you may come to tryouts and you may audition
if time permits.

Those auditioning will be reading from the script at
the time of auditions. If you want to familiarize yourself with
the parts, try reading the book, RAMONA QUIMBY as the
play sticks pretty closely to the story.  The play has 14 speaking
roles plus numerous nonspeaking roles. Students interested in
working backstage and/or building sets may come to the
auditions and fill out a form indicating that interest.

Finally, the play requires that actors participate in all
rehearsals which will take place on most Tuesdays and
Thursdays after school until 4:45 and more the week before the
performance.  A matinee/dress rehearsal will be performed for
the school on Wednesday, February 24 in the afternoon and the

evening performance will be Thursday, February 25th at 7:00
PM.  I am looking forward to seeing the amazing talent the
Beverly Cleary School has to offer!  If you have any questions
you may contact me at my email address,
delanyreif@juno.com.  Carolyn DeLany-Reif, Director

• Portland Public Schools and the Portland Council
PTA will host meetings at the school district’s nine high school
campuses about plans for the PPS High School System.

The meeting at Grant High School is this coming
Tuesday, November 17 at 7:00 p.m. This meeting may be an
opportunity to get more concrete information and ask questions
about the district's plans for our high schools.

All other meetings will run from 6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Dates and locations are:

Monday, Nov. 30 – Cleveland High School, 3400 SE 26th Ave.
Monday, Nov. 30 – Lincoln High School, 1600 SW Salmon St.
Tuesday, Dec. 1 – Jefferson High School, 5210 N Kerby Ave.
Tuesday, Dec. 1 – Marshall Campus, 3905 SE 91st Ave.
Wednesday, Dec. 2 – Wilson High School, 1151 SW Vermont
Wednesday, Dec. 2 – Roosevelt Campus, 6941 N. Central St.
Thursday, Dec. 3 – Franklin High School, 5405 SE Woodward
Thursday, Dec. 3 – Madison High School, 2735 NE 82nd Ave.

The goal is a high school system that serves all
students better; the model includes community schools, focus
schools and education options. Participants will hear an
overview of plans and be invited to talk about their
expectations for the community schools and their offerings.

All families, students, PPS employees and community
members are invited to attend the meeting at their
neighborhood high school or one that fits their schedule.
Translation services will be available.
To learn more visit www.pps.k12.or.us/departments/high-
school-system/797.htm

• The Grant High School Cheerleaders will be hosting a
Cheerleading Clinic for 3rd through 8th graders on Saturday,
December 5th.  The clinic is from 10:30am to 3:30 pm at the
Grant High School Gym.  Applications are available in your
main office, or at Grant High School’s main office.

• Grant Gendrills Dance Team will be sponsoring Dance
Day again this year.  This is an exciting opportunity for kids k-
8 to learn a routine with the Gendrills dancers and perform for
parents and friends later that day.  Dance Day is on Dec. 12th
from 9 -3 pm.  The cost is $25.00.  Flyers are in the school
office.  See flyer for details.  Mail-in registration must be
received by December 9th.  Contact Kathy Hook if you have
any questions (503-201-8841).

Beverly Cleary School PTA NEWS

• Our next General PTA Meeting will be Wednesday,
November 18, from 6:30-8pm in the Fernwood Cafeteria.
Join us and find out more about these important issues:
    --Mid-term election to fill the recently vacated position of
PTA Secretary. Current PTA Member-At-Large, and Interim
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Secretary, Sam Shiffman has been nominated.
    --Kathy Couch of Defend Oregon will speak about the
upcoming Ballot Measures 66 and 67 and their potential impact
on schools.
    --Patrick Forbes, of the Hollywood Boosters, will talk about
the recent application for an adult business on Sandy Blvd.
    --Karen Weisz will give a brief overview of SEPTAP, the
Special Education PTA of Portland.
As always, all parents, teachers, staff, and other interested
community members are welcome. If you're worried about your
little ones, have no fear as there will be childcare provided
courtesy of the PTA.

• The BCS directories are finished and will be
distributed soon!   A HUGE thanks to Jill Lee and Angela
McMahon for their tireless commitment to this project! Also,
another HUGE thank you to Eric Lein at Smart Legal for his
commitment to Beverly Cleary School, and his very generous
donation of printing all 550 directories!! This could not have
been done without him!

• It’s BOOK FAIR time again!  Our Book Fair is
taking place during November parent teacher conferences.  We
invite you to join us in this celebration of books and reading.
Not only does the Book Fair help raise funds to purchase
essential library resources, it encourages reading among all our
students.

An important aspect of our Book Fair is our
Classroom Wish List.  Our Wish List will be on display for
anyone interested in helping our teachers add books to their
classroom library.

Classroom libraries reinforce positive learning
environments and provide all students with greater access to
books during this school year and in the years to come.

Don’t forget that the holidays are right around the
corner and this is a great place to get some of your shopping
done. Thank you for supporting our library!

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR HOURS:
Thursday and Friday, 11/19 and 11/20 –  2:45 to 4:00 PM
Monday, 11/23 – 2:45 to 8:00 PM during conferences
Tuesday, 11/24 – 8:30 am to 7:00 PM during conferences
Cash, checks and credit cards are all accepted!
To learn more about Scholastic Book Fairs, visit
http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/family/)

• It's time for Art Cards!  If you are not familiar with
them, they are lovely note cards made with images of your
child's art work on them.  Funds earned from the purchases of
these cards go to the Beverly Cleary PTA.  See the attached
order form for more information.  This order form also went
home in backpacks last week.  Art work collection boxes will
be placed in both school lobbies today and will remain for the
duration of this week.  Example cards are displayed on the
boxes- check them out!  If you are interested in participating,
please get your art and completed order form in this week.

Further, if you have seen some art in your child's classroom that
you think would work well for this purpose, you can ask the

teacher if you can borrow the piece for about a month.  They
generally keep the work to display at the art nights in the
spring, but they would probably be willing to lend you a piece.

• Out With the Old, In With the New: Beverly Cleary
School will be hosting our second annual book donation drive
for the Children's Book Bank, November 16 - 20.  Please
bring books - baby books, board books, Spanish books, story
books, animal books, etc. to school during that week to drop in
the donation boxes.  Boxes will be located in the lobby at
Hollyrood and at Fernwood in the 2nd grade corridor and
across from the library.  (Please no coloring/activity books or
textbooks.)  This book drive takes place the week before the
Scholastic Book Fair, and is timed perfectly for you to clear
some space on your bookshelves for your new books!

In homes in middle-income neighborhoods, the ratio of books
to children is 13 books for every child. In low-income
neighborhoods the ratio is 1 book for every 300 children.
The mission of the Children's Book Bank is to support early
family literacy and improve kindergarten reading readiness by
providing a personal collection of books for each at-risk pre-
schooler in Portland.  The Children's Book Bank collects, sorts,
cleans and distributes donations of new and used children's
books in order to close the book gap that exists for children in
low income families.  Please contact book drive coordinator
Julie van Amerongen with any questions
(julievanam@gmail.com) and start sorting through your
bookshelves now!

• Does your student need help in math?  Do you need a
reference book? The PTA is selling two math reference books
for upper grade use.  Math on Call, for grades 6 – 8th, assists the
student in homework, test review, daily assignments, and
cooperative learning.  Algebra to Go, for 8th grade and up, helps
the student understand algebraic concepts by providing detailed
explanations and problem solving strategies.  Math on Call sells
for $15 and Algebra to Go cost $20.  These books may be
purchased at the Fernwood campus front office or by contacting
PTA Board member, Anita McKey, amckey2578@msn.com.

• OUR PTA ONLINE MAGAZINE, MUSIC &
BOOK FUNDRAISER IS ONGOING

Give the gift of reading and help support your school! BCS
will receive 40% of each order and these funds will be used to
support important goals and programs that benefit our children.
Over 700 magazine titles like People, SI Kids, Reader’s Digest,
and Time, plus music and books — great value and prices for
everyone.  You can RENEW your favorite subscription,
ORDER a NEW title, or GIVE a Gift.  Ask family, friends,
neighbors, co-workers and don’t forget local business
professionals or service centers with waiting rooms.

Here's how you can participate: All through this school year,
you can order online by going to QSP.com.  (There is also a
link on the left-hand side of our school website.)   Use our
school code -- 425000623 -- and follow the instructions online.
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This is a terrific fundraiser for out-of-town family and friends,
with easy pay by credit card, and orders are processed
immediately. SATISFACTION IS GUARANTEED!  (QSP
even has a toll-free customer service line -- 800-678-2673)

• Scrip gift card orders are collected in the front
hallway of both schools at the beginning of the school day or, if
you have a completed order form ready before Tuesday
morning, you can deposit it in the Scrip mail box in the office
at either school anytime.

Please remember to enclose a check made out to
Beverly Cleary PTA with your filled order.  If you have any
questions, please contact Anne Pearson at
UsPearsons@msn.com or Nancy Drinnon at
ndrinnon1@comcast.net.  Thanks for helping to raise money
for the Beverly Cleary PTA!

Beverly Cleary School Foundation NEWS

Support Your School and Promote Your Business –
Beverly Benefit Auction Opportunity!

As you’d all agree, our greatest asset is our children!
Are you a business owner or decision maker at your company?
To help make this year’s auction even more successful than the
last, please consider having your business sponsor the BCS
Auction or advertise in the catalog. Your generosity will reach
more than 500 families, as well as the 300 guests we expect at
the auction. It’s a great chance to leverage the visibility of your
business while helping to raise funds for key programs like art,
music, PE and language.

We are offering a variety of sponsorship options this year:
Community ($1000), Supporting ($750), Neighborhood ($500)
and Wine Sponsor ($100).  Each level includes different

benefits (contact us to learn more)!  Ads range from half a page
($400), quarter page ($250) to business card size ($150).
For more information, please contact Kirsten Chambers
(chad.kirsten@comcast.net) or Stacy Stokes
(stacystokes@realtytrust.com). We appreciate your
consideration!

We know you already support BCS in so many ways, but
unfortunately, we always need more help in order to provide
the very best education for our children.

• The 2010 Beverly Benefit Auction will be held Friday
March 5, 2010. The Beverly Benefit Auction’s proceeds
support the Beverly Cleary School Foundation, and provide our
children with important educational enhancements, such as PE,
Music and Movement, Foreign Languages and Visual Arts.

Look for updated information on the Beverly Benefit
Auction website (http://auction.beverlyclearyschool.org/),
coming soon!

Beverly Cleary School TAG News

Important Dates for TAG

November 23rd, 2009 – Deadline for TAG Identification
Process Forms (IDPF) to be submitted to schools.  These
nomination forms may be submitted by a teacher or a parent
and can be found in the main office.

January 2010 – Testing will be scheduled by the district TAG
office.  School teams have two weeks after testing to meet with
their Leadership team and make recommendations.

February 2010 – PPS sends a notification letter to families
approximately 30 days after testing.

Beverly Cleary School Calendar

Wednesday, November 18                   Coffee Chat-Fernwood, 8:45 a.m.
PTA General Meeting-6:30pm-8pm

Thursday, November 19 Hollyrood Picture Retakes
Monday, November 23 Evening Conferences 4:00-8:00pm
Tuesday, November 24 8:00-8:00 Parent/Teacher Conferences-NO SCHOOL
Wednesday-Friday, November 25, 26, 27 NO SCHOOL-Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, December 3 Grading Period Ends
Friday, December 4 NO SCHOOL-Teacher Planning Day
Wednesday, December 16 2 hr. Late Opening
Monday, December 21  Holiday begins NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
Monday, January 4 STUDENTS RETURN

Portland Public Schools Nondiscrimination Statement
Portland Public Schools recognizes the diversity and worth of all individuals and groups and their roles in society.  All individuals and groups shall be

treated with fairness in all activities, programs, and operations, without regard to age, color, creed, disability, marital status, national origin, race,
religion, sex, or sexual orientation.

Board of Education Policy 1.80.020-P
District Title VI & Title IX Contact:  Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503-916-3183)

District 504 Contact:  Carolyn M. Leonard, Compliance (503-916-3183)
American Disabilities Act Contact:  Suzy Harris (503 916-3152)
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